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The Research of When Lee Shang-Ying wrote the poem
“The Inlaid Lute”

Chin-Lung Yu

Abstract

Li Shang Ying (812-858 BC) is the poet of the late Tong Dynasty. About the issue of
his poem “The Inlaid Lute”, there are lots of aspects. One of them said it’s the self-compassion
of Lee Shang-Ying to Ling Who-Tao; another said it’s to write for Ling Who-Chu’s concubineg;
the other said it’s to mourn the death. However, the diversity of these issues only makes the
obscure and variation of this poem.

We favor the aspect of mourning the death.  The first, we investigated if it was to
mourn the daughter of Wang Mao-Yuan. However, there is great difference between the verse
“How come the inlaid lute has fifty strings?” and the life story of Wang Mao-Yuan’s daughter.
So, we maintain that it was to mourn Lee Shang-Ying’s first wife, who died of Kai-Chun Year 1
of the Tong Dynasty (836). As for when Lee Shang-Ying wrote this poem, he possibly did it
on Da-Chung Year 2 (848). It was supposed to be the time when Lee Shang-Ying passed by
Lan-Tien while going back from Gwe-Lin to Chang-An. He felt something and wrote it down

to recall his first wife.

Key words: inlaid lute, twenty five years old, Kai-Chun Year 1, first wife, Da-Chung Year

2, mourning the death
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