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Treacherous or Loyal Ministers ?
The “loyalty” of the Three Chief Councilors in the Early
Southern Song Dynasty

Yeong-huei Hsu®

Abstract
The concept of “loyalty” in imperial China is often referred to as being loyal to the
emperor and thus loyal to the country. However, what if there is a contradiction
between these two loyalties? This paper intends to discuss on this issue using the three
chief councilors (zaixiang = #p) of the early Southern Song Dynasty. Also, to put the
concept of “loyalty” into a comparative perspective would provide us a new insight into

the discussed period of history.

Keywords: Huang Qianshan; Wang Boyan; Li Gang; Southern Song; Song Gaozong

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of Applied English, Kainan University
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