200312 11 8




The Development of Human Rightsand Its M eaning
to the Human Race

Chang, Kuo - Sheng
Abstract

Human rights is undeniably one of the most important concepts which has
shaped our society. The various and even opposing politics and ideologies
controlling the interpretations of the term itself have added to the term's own
complexity. This paper discusses the geneadlogy of human rights: its formation
during the European Renaissance in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Century, and its
evolution in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century under the influence of ideas
from the Enlightenment, the concept of freedom and equality, and democracy.

The paper roughly divides the genealogy of human rights into four eras. First,
European Renaissance and the genesis of human rights, second, European
Enlightenment and first phase human rights movement; third, Socialist movements
and second phase human rights movement; finally, nationalism and third phase human
rights movement.

By exploring the interconnection between human rights and other relevant ideas
and practices, such as the internationa human rights law, and the mechanism of
constitution, the paper attempts to introduce rich meanings to what we conceptualize
as human rights today. In addition, the paper calls attention to the significance of the
concept of human rights in the development of human society. It maintains that the
concept of human rights is a priceless asset owned by the human race as such a
concept enriches the spirit of humanity and helps us better understand the value of our

own lives.
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3 We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. The Declaration of Independence of

the Thirteen Colonies, In Congress, July 4, 1776
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