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The Integration and Development of
An Interdisciplinary General Education Course:

“Environment and Men”

K'ang, ts'ai-yuen ~ Lin, ch'ing-jung

Abstract

This article introduces the development and outcome of an inter-discipline
general education course conducted in Ming Chuan University since school year 2001
to 2004. The course was performed with pattern of coordination teaching, which

gives priority to the following five important aspects as:

a. The integration of different domains

b. Emphasizing the multiple dialogues and the interacting between instructors
and students

c. Conducting the class by the way of multimedia

d. Holding field trips outside the school

e. The principles and approaches of field practice are participated by both

instructors and students.

Teaching contents and strategies were designed by instructors from five different
disciplines including politics, sociology, history, philosophy, and nature science.
Application of multimedia teaching material was emphasized. Scholars and experts
were invited to give speeches and to run the forums. The fieldtrip was implemented
once to twice each semester to coordinate with the practice discussion of the learning
units. 41 student groups of different researching topics were guided to carry out the
field investigation and accomplish the report in written, oral and multimedia forms in
four school years. The interaction of multiple dialogues, which is mutually affected
by instructors and students, is the most critical challenge. Questionnaires of
evaluation and comprehension refer to students’ learning showed that the students

were largely benefit by the pattern of coordination teaching.

Key words: environmental education, inter-discipline, coordination teaching
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