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University Students’ Opinions about Date Rape — A
Survey Based on a Private University

Lin, Hui-Chen
Wu, Xiu-Feng

Abstract

The university students’ opinions about date rape were investigated in this study.
Data were random sampling from students taking general education courses in a
private university. There were 649 valid samples. The conceptual framework of the
questionnaire developed from the literature designed 24 date rape situations to
examine the effect of 11 factors, including: patriarchal beliefs, peer-group support and
attitudes, romanticism, initiation of date and who pays, rape myth, date location, date
time, sexual autonomy, level of commitment, history of sexual abuse and alcohol or
drug use.

The main findings of the study:
1. More than 50% of university students think the date rape is forgivable if she
allows him to caress her, watches sexy films with him, initiates sexual behaviors,
originally agrees to sexual intercourse but regrets later, had sexual behavior with him
before, or has cohabited with him. This reflects the university students’ consciousness
of respecting female sexual autonomy is poor.
2. Gender and level of commitment affect university students’ attitudes towards date
rape. No matter what situation it is, female students trend to think date rape is
unforgivable, while male students trend to be more tolerant. Most of students who
have close heterosexual friends trend to think the date rape is forgivable, too. This
imply that they have poor consciousness of respecting female sexual autonomy.

Possible explanations to the findings, educational implications for date rape
prevention and some suggestions are discussed.

Key words: date rape, date behavior, date situation, university students..
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