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Discovery of Taiwan Komin Poet in Japan Colonial Era
—Contents and Related Problems of the Works by Chou, Bo-Yong

Lin, Jeng-Hwa*

Abstract

In the past, when people mentioned Taiwan “Komin writers” in Japan Colonial
Era, mostly novelists were indicated but not poets. In fact there were quite a few
Komin writers and Komin poets should have been included. It was misunderstood
because researchers failed to discover Komin poets.

Recently when I was reviewing the works of Chou, Bo-Yong, the Taiwan
children & teen literary author and poet, I discovered he had done quite a few Komin
poems. He highly applauded “Kominka (Japanization) Movement” that is
undoubtedly a Komin poet. Therefore, it’s necessary to write a research thesis of
him.

The thesis begins with definition of “Komin ports”, that is who supported and
involved in Kominka Movement. Hence the thesis firstly probes Kominka
Movement followed by a discussion on impact of Kominka Movement towards
Taiwan literature. The thesis also delivered a summary on Chou’s life and works.
The core of thesis is to analyze and research on Chou’s Komin poems, which clearly
proves Chou is thoroughly Japanized.

After Japan lost in the war and withdrew the Government out of Taiwan, Chou
adhered himself to the continuous colonial Government — China KMT — and kept
imagination towards China troops. This was definitely another Kominka thinking of
Chou’s which was very regretful.

Therefore, in the conclusion of thesis, Chou was candidly criticized as moron in
terms of political conscious. In order to just live on, he dared not to say “no!” to
colonialists but, on the contrary, to applaude them. This suggests one of the reasons
his poems were chronically disregarded.

Key words: Chou, Po-Yong, Komin writer, Kominka Movement, Komin poet

++ Professor of General Education Center, Kai-Nan University
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