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“A Forgotten People” or “A Sunset Nation”?--
Ethnic Policy Development and Ethnic Equality in
Contemporary Taiwan

Chang, kuo-sheng

Abstract

The complicated interconnection between ethnicity and national identity is
undeniably a significant socio-political issue nowadays. The modern concept of
nation and the recent trend of democratization render more room for the recognition
of the individual as opposed to the hegemonic whole, which thus justifies the
foregrounding of ethnic identity recognition and ethic equality. Taiwan’s history
proves that democratization and legal policy making implicate ethnicity, as the rights
of ethnic groups have never failed to attract attention.

This paper discusses the significance of ethnic equality in Taiwan’s policy
formation. By reviewing the meanings of fundamental concepts such as race, tribe,
nation, indigenous peoples, minority, inter-ethnic group relationship, assimilation,
self-determination and multiculturalism, the paper attempts to outline the major
features of Taiwan’s ethnic policy development and to examine how far Taiwan’s

ethnic policy has approximated the ideal of ethnic equality.

Keywords: race, nation, indigenous peoples, minority, inter-ethnic group relationship,

ethnic equality
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distinguish them from other sections of the national community and whose status is regulated wholly or partially by their own
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