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The Importance of Humanistic Education From
Viewpoints of Human Dignity

Shui-chi Lin

Abstract

Immanuel Kant, the great German philosopher, says, “Man is a main body of ration,
self-assertion and self-determination.” It cannot be materialized or objectivized. Kant paves
an excellent, philosophical foundation for humanistic education, for he regards humans as
ultimate objects. Furthermore, his interpretation of human dignity has a profound influence on
education. Based on ration of human nature, he intensifies human dignity and treats the moral
discipline as an important principle. Basically, human beings cannot be thought of as atool or
ameans. Humanity isits objective.

The current study is to investigate the human self-assertion and values through the
viewpoint of the human dignity. The objective and ideal of humanistic education are to seek
the fulfillment of holistic education. Holistic education should be based on the awareness of
human dignity. Therefore, human nature will be reviewed from the original nature of human
self-assertion and independent main objective. Humanistic education is endowed with new
definitions from the glorification of human nature. Thisis the new content and direction of the
contemporary education.

To sum up, the belief that is aimed at sound personality and perfect humanity should be
based on education with human values. Dignity is human personality, and glorious
achievement of human character. When human dignity is preserved and ensured, the shaping
and cultivation of human personality will obtain affirmative development. Humanistic
education is basically to develop human nature under the cultivation of love education,
leading to affirmative development. Then, no doubt that human personality can be holistically
developed. If normal, healthy development can be achieved by the nurturing of love education
with humanity, personality can be developed soundly and doubtlessly. A character education
with self-assertion and independence is a root of humanistic education. This indicates that the
importance of the investigation of humanistic education through human dignity. This proves
that the direction and prospective of contemporary higher education is the aim of humanistic
education, solely based on higher education with human dignity. Only when the content and
value of humanistic education are highly thought of, will there be a new hope of future
education.
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