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The Will and Record of A Literatus —

Ke Qihua’s Writing Experience
in the Jail of Huoshao Island

Huang, wen-cheng

Abstract

The shifting history of Taiwan’s literature has always been influenced by
political environment, dating from the Japanese occupation to the Nationalist’s
retreat to Taiwan. This paper is an attempt to explore Mr. Ke Qihua’s literary
works completed during prison time in the period so-called “White Terror”.

As an educator and poet, Mr. Ke included many poems in two major
collections: Crying from the Homeland and Grievous Wishes of the Mother.
Hometown of the Southern State is an autobiographical novel which is full of his
philosophy and logics as well as political inclinations.

Ke’s poems are pragmatic in style yet abundant in manifesting levels of
thinking. Although limited in number, Ke’s poems are unique and contemporary,
in particular his demonstration of moral fortitude of the literati. The spirit of
“crying out to die rather than silencing to live” he has shown is exactly the spirit
and value of Taiwan’s prison literature. By studying his works, the author
intends to delve into the cored values and paradigms for “the history of Taiwan’s
prison literature”.

Key Words :
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