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The research on a Grand Review ceremony in 1739 and “The

Grand Review” in four handscrolls

Hou, Yi-li

Abstract

“The most important things for a country are sacrificial rites and military affairs”.
Both two are important for the ancient china regime. Sacrificial rites could give the
regime legitimate position and military affairs would protect the safety of whole
country. Therefore, emperors held a Grand Review ceremony to use to training the
army and maintaining vigilance.

Grand Review ceremony had become a tradition for ancient China. The Ch’ing
dynasty established the custom of conducting a review once every three years. The
system of a Grand Review ceremony became more and more complete.

The Ch’ien-lung Emperor, starting with the first time he held a Grand Review
ceremony in the fourth year of his reign (1739). Not alike other Grand Review
ceremonies in history, this time The Ch’ien-lung Emperor ordered Chin K’un and
other court artists to paint “The Grand Review” in four handscrolls to record the
ceremony. Four handscrolls according to priority are: “The Imperial Encampment,”
“Battle Formation Lined Up,” “Reviewing Battle Formation,” and “Battle Formation
on the Move.”

According to an imperial inscription, we believe “The Grand Review” has
political purpose. First, the Ch’ien-lung Emperor wanted himself to be vigilant, never
to ignore military affairs are important. Second, the Ch’ien-lung Emperor also wanted
to show his great ambitious to rule the country.

Keywords: The Ch’ien-lung Emperor; a Grand Review ceremony; “The Grand

Review”
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