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The exchange unit in Three-chen in Ho-pei at middle-late
Tang period.

Wang , I- Chen
Abstract

There were three major currency of Tang Dynasty: Kai-yuan-tung-pao,
Chien-yuan-tung-pao, and Kai-yuan-tung-pao with carved words on backs which was
nick-named “Hui-chang Kai-yuan” for it was published dury the period of Tang Wu
Emperor’s Hui-chang years (841-846). Since then, there are twenty three kinds of words
carved on Hui-chang currency, forming a special layout of copper-money. It was the main
currency in Tang and Wu-dai period. Among the twenty-three carvings, “Ching”

(F1)~"Chang”” ( FE b)~"Ch’ing” (#])~ "Hsiang” (2 )~"Er” (%f)~"Tan” (& )~"Yi"
(g )~ "Zsu” (%)~ "Hsing™” (% )~"Jun” (§)~ "Hsuan” (F)~"Fu” (f&)~ "Yen”
(A&)~"Yueh” (& )~"Liang” (% )-~"Hung” (3#) represented as each Fen-chen, "Lo”
(if‘,) ~"Tan”  (2])~"Yun” (=)~ "Pin” (- ) meant the currency carving bureau, and
“Kuan” (?_, )~"Kuei” (ff )might be named after Kuan Chou and Kuei Chou or two currency
bureau Kuan-lin ( ﬁ;[@ ) and Kei-yang (#£[# ) .As to the “Lan” () still remains unknown,
however people in Sung said it meant Lan-tien. Nevertheless, there were not any names of
those Fen-chen in Ho-pei which were as politically powerful as the central government.
During the period of An-shih rebellion, Fen-chen in Ho-pei had made few hundred-coins that
were competitive to Chien-yuan chung-pao of the central government. However, the amounts
were not affordable for local tax and currency, and not possible to be the major exchange unit
in Ho-pei. Then, what situation would it be in Ho-pei by comparison to the central controlled

areas in period of Two-taxes system? That leads to the key point of this article.

Key words: Tang, Middle-late Tang, commercial, currency, exchange, Three-chen in Ho-pei
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