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Abstract

It iswell-known that Li Po is such atalented, romantic and transcendent poet. But rarely
do critics examine how he confronts the eternal dilemma of human existence—desath. In this
essay, Li PO’ s concepts of human existence and his attitude toward the transient essence of life
are analyzed, and at the same time compared with those of the previous poets so asto catch a
glimpse of their differences. In facing the shadow of the transience of life, Li Po, just as all
other human beings, also feels constrained and helpless. Nevertheless, he sticks to the
teaching of “ carpe diem” to defy the limitation human conditions and sets out seek, like the
ancient alchemist, the secret medicine for securing eternal life. Whatever the efforts, he still
cannot relieve himsalf of the hanging concerns of the transience of human life. But as we
further compare Li PO’ s concepts and attitude with those expressed in “ Nineteen Ancient
Poems’ and in the poems by Juan Chi and Pao Chow, it is obvious that Li Po uniquely
embodies the Bacchanalian hedonism, always carefree, big-hearted, romantic and transcendent.
Through such a comparison, we come to realize that in the same existential dilemma, the
previous poets just express the fatalistic sense of bitterness in their poems. As for Li Po,
although he smilarly cannot reverse human destiny, yet driven by the exuberant vitality, he
simply defies the limitation and carries out the bountifulness of life to the extreme. Therefore,
he always tries to make the most and get the most out of life by transcending the transient
essence of human existence.

Key words Li Po, the transience of human life, carpe diem, searching for eternal life,
the rosy time of life
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