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An Investigation of the Early History of Shatuo

and Its Eastbound Migraion to Daibei

Huang, shu-wen
Abstract

In the last years of the Tang Dynasty, the rise of the House of Lee Ker-jung leads
to the contemporaries to lay eyes on Shatuo, then an unknown minority. This paper is
intended to explore the two hundred years or so historical development of Shatuo and
the process of its eastbound migration from the middle period of Tang’s Tai-chung
Emperor (627~639) to the years of Shuan-chung Emperor (circa 847) when
Chu-hsieh-che-hsing settled in Daibei.

The initial investigation of Shatuo’s subtribes and their inhabitation shows that
Shatuo was first originated from the Chu-yue of West Tu Que, nomad in Bei Ting in
early Tang. However, due to the lack of documentary record of Shatuo in early Tang,
the option left is use the split of West Tu Que and the reigning of the Western Regions
by Tang’s emperors of Tai-chung and Kao-chung as leads to trace Shatuo.

After the middle period of Tang, Shatuo, suffering from the influence of three
major powers, Tang, Hui Hu and Tu Bo, began three long range migrations within
twenty years and finally settled themselves in Daibei.

Last was the study of how Shatuo settled itself in Daibei. During its migrating
process, how a tribe transformed itself from weak to strong and how the neighboring

powers rose and fell may well be observed.

Key words: Tang Dynasty, Shatuo, Daibei, Lee Ker-jung
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