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The Autochthonous Laying Stones Technique
in Peng-Hu : The Research of

Primeval Culture in Architecture

Cheng-Che Chen

Abstract

The land cultivates specific character for itself. Relatively, local cultural objects
should articulate the relationship between people and land. In Peng-Hu, we encounter
countless traditional houses, vegetable sheds, stone tidal weirs and fishing huts. Their
stone bodies honestly reflect Peng-Hu’s geographical quality. These stone
structures’ evolution processes accompany the development of local architectonic
techniques and related culture.

In Peng-Hu, the mentioned relationship between land and objects is omnipresent.
However, there is a gap between the land and objects for many highly developed
industrialized societies. For them, the relationship between land and objects is almost
untraceable; therefore the issue of looking into the architectonic matter is even more
unpractical.

Under the base of recognizing the specific character of local cultural heritage, the
study differs from many previous studies of which most emphasize on the evolution
of stone tidal weir, the spatial investigations of local houses, and the techniques of
traditional craftsmen. The study aims at investigating the original stone-related
architectonic productive system caused by the development of stone tidal weir and
stone wall, the construction method and constructed object’s technique issue, and the
relationship between seasonal geographical environment and community’s manual
labor, thus setting solid fundamental research, and causing its regeneration and
advanced application.

This local architectonic technique, which suits local environment and essentially
connects to the living style, directly results from necessity and resolves the practical
requirement of everyday life. This kind of architectonic object, which evokes people’s
manual instinct, natural observing capability and community sense, facilitates original
network among people-material, people-land and people-society. It is the essentially
primeval cultural heritage.

Key words : Stone Technique; Construction Idiom; Common Technical History;
Fishing Civilization; Stone Tidal Weir; Primeval Culture
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