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The challenge of “thethreedisparities” to

China’s development.

Chang, kuo-sheng’

Abstract

Though mainland China has enjoyed a rapid progress since the initiation of
“Reform and Open Policy” in 1978, there are still lots of obstacles hindering her from
further developments. This paper devotes itself to the discussion of the so caled
“three disparities,” an issue that has attracted attention. “The three disparities” refers
to the gap between city and country, between rich and poor, and between east and
west. | will explain the characteristics and the origin of “the three disparities,” and
examine how such an issue can be significant to China studies, and especialy to the
topic of national development.

The paper considers that “the three disparities” is a chalenge to mainland
China’s current development in three main aspects: (1) how to assess socia
problems and political crises caused by such disparities; (2) how to negotiate the
relationship between the nation as a whole and various societies so as to eliminate
conflicts arising from uneven developments; (3) how to reform and reestablish a new
system of law to prevent and to solve various possible conflicts. | conclude that “the
three disparities” does not simply represent the gaps that exist between the three sets
of binary opposites above mentioned, it also signifies the drastic discrepancy between
current economic development and socia development. Such a discrepancy
generates conflicts which can problematicize political, economical, socia, lega
aspects, as well as the overall development of mainland China. It is thus an
important issue which cannot be overlooked.

Keywords: the three disparities, gap between city and country, gap between rich
and poor, gap between east and west, national development
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